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SIR, 
He you not power enough wich me to perfwade me for 


your {atisfaction, to neglect my own, I should fearcely at 

this time have comply’d with your defires, in anfwering 

your feveral Oserres and. Objettions againft both the The- 

orie and Practice of Chymical Phyjick.; for\ find almoft all the 
Galenifts that are either totally ignorant of Chymsifiry, or acquaine 
ted only with the Vulgar , {uch as.is that of Crollias, Hareman, 
_ Beguin, and their like, {o riged oppofers of the more occult Phi- 
lofophy of Hermes, Raymond, Lully, Baftlius V alentinus, Para- 
cel{us, Vanhelmont, &c. that they cannot but proteft againft all 
their Schollars and followers , as Heteredox , deferters of the 
Schools, and (to ufe your own expreffion) Phanaticks and Can- 
ters of fuch a Philofophy, that were Galen himfelf ‘again living 
upon Earth, he would not be able to underftand it; and although 
for your owa part I have no reafon to believe you of the number 
of thofe fupercilious Opiners, that{corn to forfake an Errour be - 
caufe vulgarly received; yet I doubt whether the Truth in fo 
plain a drefs as I fhall expofe it, may not ftartle you alfo. Yoware 
perhaps too tender of the Reputation of Galen , for you ought 
not to think it any difcreditto him, that had never feen formuch 
as common Diftillation in his life, to be {aid not to underftand 
the profound and hidden Myfteries of Natural Phylofophy, plun- 
ged inan Aby/s inacceffible and imperceivable by any poffibility 
of Witt, without the help of Fire ; He well faw that the renuous 
and zthereal fubftance of things, | was, of greater efficacy ‘than 
their grofler part, as he confefleth in his 1 1 Book De Simp.Med/ 
Facul. Que tenuium (unt partinm, 11 que [unt craffaram plus 
habent efficacia etiamfs parem fortita fmerint facultatem, nimr- 
rum quia melius penitrest ; but he knew not howto feparate the 
tenuous parts from: the implication of the grofs, which we do by’ 
the help of Fire... Whence | conclude, that he (had he ipa re 
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(2) 
the Art of Chymiftry, which in his time lay hid in obfeure Hic- 
coglyphicks inthe Shrines of 2g ype, “would: have left us both. 
his Phyfiology, Pathology, and efpecially his Méthod'of Heal- 
ing, quite different from what it is, for it cannot reafonably be 
imagined, that fo curious a fearcher into the hidden things of. Na- 
ture, would have contented himfelf with a bare rational Anal yfis 
of Bodies» exifting only in the Undérftanding , had he been ae: 
quainted-with the Encheitetick , refolving all bodies into- Prins 
ciples fubjeét to Senfe, and fit for the ufeand manual operation of 
a skilful Phylician by the help of Fire. Your Ideal Analyfis, by 
a.progreflive agitation of the Mind, by which’ you find conrem- 
plation toend where natural compofition begins, leads you at 
laft buc into. thedark Chaos of the Elements, and there ‘begets. 
but-this unprofitable conclufion ; Thar becanfe all things are by 
a mental Refolufion ultimately refole’d iata rhe four Elements, there= 
fore thefe are the common Principles of all things.Now how much. 
it may really improve any mans underftanding in the Art of Phy- 
fick; totellhim all things are compounded of the four Elements, 
more than in Ship-Carpentry; totell hima Ship is made of Tim-. 
ber; Iron, ‘Hemp, and Tarr,’ TMeave'yeu to judge: “We there. 
fore, (in regard) the Elements ate bur remote Principles upon 
which only God and Nature can work) ‘have by the Refolution 
of Fire found out ‘nearer Principles fubjeét’ (as [ faid) to Senfe, 
and fit forthe ule of aSpagyrical Phyfician zthefe ate ALercury, 
Sulphur, and Salt iwhich being firlt feparated and cleanfed from 
all heterogeneous feculency, ‘then exalted (by'the'help of Firey in 
power and virtue, we can either’ ufe them feverally, or conjuné- 
ly, according'to: their virtues, and the curative intention of the 
Phyfician, Andthus by the help of Fire, we make Medicines 
ealily curing thofe-obftinate Difeates you efteém‘incurable , By 
the help of Fire we underftandthe o¢eule Hermetick and Helmon- 
tian Philofophy ; and by the help of Fire, with'much ftudy, la- 
bour,and {weat (never by the bare reading of Books at your eafe) 
may you alfo be fatisfyed of rhe reality, truth, and excellence of 
that Phylick which you now profels (and | believe you) no-more 
tounderitand, than the Cantings ‘ef Gipfés.’ Bur now ta your. 
firlk Quaric : id Whet bar 
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whether it be poffible to ewrea Difeafe without a Remedy cow 
trary tothe Difeafe, or at leaft to tts Caufe?. : 
{ anfwer with the ~4depri in the affirmative , and fay, Nalla 

fit [anatio per contraria, quta Mor bus proxime & primarto-ean- 
ffit in Arbéoat fubftantiain effe (according to Arifforle) whit 
eff contrarinm. It ignotthe corporeal fabftance, of the: Brain, 
Heart, Liver, Spleen, Ge. that fuiters primarily, cr per fe in 
their feveral: diftempers, though Idiopathical, but the Juitous 
Spirit governing the part, and difpoling 1c to perform ail natural, 
Vital, and Animal FunStions , which being hurt by the Errour 
and depravation of the Jufluous Spirit and T opick Perment, the 
part neceflarily fuffers by accident , Ouia aitio terminaiur in 
corp#s, Now the atonie of the Jutluous Spirit and deviation of 
Ferments happens by ill air, Contagion, Malignant Influence, 
poifonous Fumes or Odours infpird, or entring by the Pores,.by 
Meat or Drink hurtful either in quality or quantity, by Poilon 
or Virulency of ill Phyfick, by natural or accidental inequality 
of ftrength, by retention of Excrements of the feveral digeftions, 
by tran{miffion from one digeftion to another, before a perfect 
Concoétion in the former, Gc. So then the: right Method of 
curing Difeafes , is primarily by pacation of the Enormontick 
Spirit, and extinction of Morbifick Idea’s, and but 4 poffertort, 
by expelling the peccant matter generated by the ataxte of the 
Spirit: But fuch a fedation of the Spirit cannot poflibly be pro- 
cured by contraries ; does not Fire burn moft vehemently, when 
conftring’d by an’ extreme cold of the ambient ? and. hor. water 
fooner extinguilh Fire than cold, becaufe fooner penetrating tis 
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Pores? I could multiply arguments againft the Method of curing 


_ Difeafes by contrary Remedies ; but my defign ts rather to.recre- 


ate than tire you with roo long a Letter. 

To your next Querie,theretore, 4 hether w: acknowledge four 
Humours > and if fo, Whether variots Difkempers flowing frovws 
the depravation or excefs of various Humours ,. as Synochus {tm- 
plex, of too mach abandance of B lood + Quotidiana Intermittens, 


of Flegm; Tertiana Intermittens, of Choler, Quartana. Inter- 


mittens, of Adelancholy , all patrifying in the firjt mete vie 
OA) ’s., 
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‘Body; and both Quotidian, Tertian, and Qaartan, continual from 
the fame Lussours. patrefying in theVein, may be all cured by one 
Medicine 2-°~ | aati 

In anfwer tothis,; Firft, We deny your Humours, asmott 
repugnant to reafon, that under one act of Sanguification, and in 
the fame Veffels, four different Hassours thould be produc’d, and 
that naturally in found and healthful Bodies thefe Humours 
fhould be the efficient: caufes of future Difeafes , For this were 
to fuppofe Nature always to erre, etiam in {nts finibus. Senfe 
likewife affures us, that althoughthere be a Liquor {wimming 
upon Blood, emitted and cold, of.a yellow colour, yet that itis 
not therefore yellow Bile; for that it is not bitter to the tafte: 
And though the Yellow Faundies {taining the whole Body with a 
yellow colour, and the Urine with a deep tin@ure of Red, feem 
(prima facte) to prove your Hypothelis of Humeurs ; yet upon 
anexact Spagyrical examination, you fhall find the contrary ; 
for if this tinéture of Urine were 4 flava bile, there muft be found 
init by Diftillation at leaft fome bitternefs, either in the Liquor 
that comes over, or in the Hypoftalis, or Capat mortuum ; but 
there is found none, nor could a {mall quantity of yellow Liquor 
tinge a large quantity of Lirine with a colour deeper than its 
own. So that we fay, Nullus in natura Humor xofter, nifs Cruor, 

Latex, o& Secundarius. Now fometimes this Latex, fometimes 
the Chy/e, from the Erreur and contagion of degenerated Fer- 
ments, and pre-difpolition of the matter, receives various tin- 
ctures, and puts on the difguife of your fuppofed Humours. But 
granting you a Quaternary of Humours, yet we deny them to be 
truly the efficient caufes of Dileafes, for manente cau[a nox tallitur 
Lffecias, butvery many Di'eafes we fee daily cured by Amsulets, 
Plaifters; Lanusnums, Anodynes, A¢agneicks, &c. without any 
evacuation of Rumoursat all ; fo then the truly Efficient and 
conjunét Caufe is Spiritual, and {uch a Medicine as can quiet 
the Arches, and reduce itto its natural f{tate, fhall eafily cure-all 
thefe Diftempers, without any regard had to the Purgation, or 
carrying away of Peccant Humours ; forthe Julirous Spirit be 
ing ftrengthened, and che local Ferments reftored to their proper , 

Energy, 
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Energy, your peceant Humours fhall foor, by the power of thele, 
_ be either fubacted and compell’d into their genuine perfection, or 
driven out by the ways moft familiar and ealie_to Nature, truly 
acknowledged by Hypecrates to be Mor bora: Curatrix + andin 
my Opinion, the reafon why meer Gare’ s/s feldom perform any 
confiderable cure in obftinate Difeafes, is for that they wholly 
profecute evacuation, and by that means oftentimes difable Na- 
ture, (efpecially by Pilebotomy) from doing what fhe would be 
able oftentimes of her own ftrength ro perform, never aiming pri- 
marily anddirectly (but thus only by accident) at the re. elta- 
blifhing of Nature ; and.no marvel, fince this way of Healing is 
not performable without the help of fuch Arcaza as are only 
known to.Chymifts, and of them, only to the Adepr. not every 
vulgar Profeflor of Chymiftry. But you urgea neceffity (in the 
right Methed of Healiag) of having refpect not only to the ex- 
pulfion of Peccant Humours, butalforo the extinction of. pre- 
ternatural heat by cooling Medicines, and refocillation of cold, 
by heating ones; as for Example, inthe cure of Azafarcha, 
which you fay is from an immoderate refrigeration of the Liver 
and Veins: of a Fever, which is from a praternatural heat kin- 
dled firftinthe Heart, and thence diffufing it felf rhrough the 
whole Body; of Kredypepfia and Apep/ia, trom the coldnefs of 
the Stomach , of Bow/inu«, from an extraordinary heat of the 


Stomach fuddainly precipitating digeltion , and cauling almoft a. 


continual want of aliment; and likewifein implicite and com. 


pounded Difeafes that are contrary to each other, asa hot Liver, | 


and cold Stomach, whatfoever Medicines {hould by their heating 
quality be proper inthe Cure of Azifarcha, Bradypep/a, Apeph', 
and cold Diftemper of the Stomach muft in refpect of that heat, 
be quite contrary ina Fever, Beulimia, and hot Liver. 1 anfwer 
ftill with the Adepti , That Heat andCold (as | faid of Hmours) 
ave not the efficient Caufes of Difeafes, but the Antecedeat, and 
therefore though their confideration be Diagnoftick yer not Cu- 
rative, non calor & frigus (fays Hy pocrates) fed adams. acre, 
amarhm, ponticum, cc. [ust morboram can(e. Seat and cold 


praternatural, are indeed an effect of the enraged: vital Spiric, 


which, 


é 


SH healrsge at Be he gf Mes sit 6 


(6) 


which being once quieted, the natural temper ‘prefently returns 
and as for the het Liver and cold Sromach, which fo much puzzles 
you, that you know not which way to direct your curative inten- 
tion, as appears by your Method : /msplicsti compofitiqne morbt 
fidiffentiant, nec pror[us huic, necilli, fed utrigque-mediocritate 
quddam [uccuresdnm : which is in effect but a-needlefs kind of 
efpair of a Cure ; whereas 1 am able to affure you, that if for 
the future you can find out fuch.a Remedy ‘as can re-invigorate 
the languifhing tone of the Stomach and Liver, reftore their de- 
viated Ferments, and appeafe the Arches, which may be all done 
with one Medicine, without auy regard had either to the cold of 
the one, or heat of the other, you fhall quickly, fafely, and plea- 
fantly cure both ; and by the like Method, all other Difeafes vul- 
garly afcribed to Heat and Cold.’ You attribute Concoétion to 
the Heat of the Stomach, andtothe diminution of this Heat, 
want of Digefton, and all Difeafes happening thence , but that 
Heat is not the efficient Caufe of Digeftion, feems manifeft; For 
1. Fifhes digeft without any atual Heat, and to fay that pecen- 
tial fufficeth, is fcarcely confonantto Reafon, that a thing barely 


in potengra, Should atku jam agere. 2. There ought to be as many 
Degrees of Heat fpecifically different, as there are fpecifical dif- 
ferences of Cencoction, in the Stomachs of Animals of different 
fpecies ; for whatfoever is produc’d fpectfieally different, ought 
likewife to have the efficient Caufe of that difference fpecifically 
different, otherwife, Ourdlibet een a quolibet indifferenter, 


which ] think no man will afarm. Belides, What degree of 
Heat muft we allow the Stomach of an Offrich, eafily digefting 
Leather, Cloth, and’ even Nails of Iron ¢ what degree of heat 
in Bowlimsa for the Digeftion of the courfeft Food , 1n fo large 
a quantity, and fo faft, that the Stomach is fcarcely ever to be 
fatish’d? Riverivs conteffeth this cannot poflibly be froma more 
intenfe Heat, fince Meat boiled in a Pot with the ftrongeft Heat 
thar can be invented, and continued for many days, cannot by 
this’ means be refolv’dinto a Chylous Liquor, much lefs Bones, 
asin the Stomach of a Dog’in the {pace of an hour : I know you 
{hict this off ro a peculiar faculty, “but a faculty cannot aét with- 

out 


out an Inftrument, . fo that-you are conftrained to fie to the Idia- 
fyncrafie of the part, which you teach-to be a cercain proportion 
of firft qualities ; but of ‘all the firft-qualities, Heat 1s the moft 
active, which neverthelefs, as has been already thew’d, cannot 
have the power of {0 fuddaina liquation of Meats, fo that after 
much f{trugeling, you are at Jattbut where you began. We 
therefore alctibe the ditference of ‘Digeftions , not tc Heat, but 
to formal proprieties , and‘ the operation of the f{pécifical Fer: 
ments. ree 
By what hath been faid, your ObjeGions borrow’d out of 
Feivetins, againft the poflibility of an univerfal Medicine, feem 
fufficiently anfwer’d , Neverthelefs, take this Argument: Health 
is but one fimple Homogeneal integriry of Life, Nature but one, 
but one fole Spirit, the Governour and Moderator of Life; 
which alone labours under Difeafes, and a alone (if by a power- 
ful Medicine fufficiently {trengthened ) able to overcome all 
__Dileafes ; why then may not one’ Medicine, fuch as the Liquor 
» Alkahest of Paracelfus, his 1inttura Lili ab'Elettro Mdsnerali, 
his Tintiura Lilt Antimonialis, his Aercurins vite, his Aderce- 
ris Diapboreticus dulews e& fins, his. Leni veneris, his Coralatvs, 
his Elixir Proprietatts, or any other equal :to thefe,- be abléto 
cure all Difeafes ? and although I am not as yet fo happy my 
felf, asto be Mafter of any one of thefe, yet in Confirmation 


of this Hetrodoxical DoStrine, 1 will undertake) (provided. the | 


Patients you fhall aflign me for the tryal, will faichfully:compliy 
in taking the Medicines , and carefully, obferve the order prée- 
{crib’dthem) to cure all forts of Fevers how aalignant and com- 
plicated foever , with one Medicine; your diitempers of ahot 
Liver and cold Stomach, with one Medicine, and for the moft 
part, Sanguine, Biltous, Melancholy, ‘and legmatick Difeates, 
(as you efteem them) with one Medicine, which I-hope swill 
make you change you Opinion of the neceflity of curing Difeafes 
by their contrary Remedies. And as fot thole obftinate Diltafes, 
whereof many are efteemed by youincutable, and. the reft fel- 
dom or never cured by the vulgar Method, as the Droglie, the 
Gout, Stone in the Reins and Bladder, Apdplexy, Coma, Fall- 
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ling Sicknefs, Madnefs, Furor uterinus , Scurvy, French Pox, 
Small Pox, Griping of the Gutts ,. of which fo many hundreds. 
fell the lat Autumn, Ay/ferica paffia, with almoft the whole Ca- 
talogue ot Difeates, wherefoever the vital \pirit, and tone of the 
part affected, are not fo weakened, that no Medicine can work 
its effects ; to end the difpure between us, whether Ghymical 
or Galenical Phyfick be the moft powerful and fuccefsful , and 
which of them the moit worthy of efteem by you, and all wile 
and unbyafled perfons , Let there be fome of all,. or the moft of 
thefe Difeafes put into my hand as foon as you pleafe, and if 
you donot find me by the help of Chymical Phyfick, to. cure 
even the hardeft of them with lefs annoyance , lefs difturbance, 
lefs weakening the Spirits and force of the Patient, and incom-. 
patably more expedition, fafety, and certainty, than yeur ordi- 
nary Phyficians cure light and eafie Diftempers let me be no- 
longer held by you worthy. of ‘Credit, or have any place in your 
efteem: Burif do, (as by the Grace of God you will certainly 
find: I4hall) doubt not, but forthe. furnre you will give the 
preference to Chymical Phyfick , and not,think me in this guilty. 
of vanity or oftentation, which I have made known unto you out 
of the fincerity of my heart, inerrable experience, my. love of: 
the truth, and(J hope) tothe ineftimable benefit of fitch as fhall 
need and require my help. >: | 
But-you apprehend Chymiéal Medicines to be dangerous, as 
being many of them extracted out of poyfonous. Metals and 
Minerals; .as Iron, Copper, Tinn, Lead, Mercury, Antimony, 
&’cs and corrofive Salts, as Vitrial, Nitré, Tarter, Bay Salt, ee. 
but youfeem more efpecially to be affrighted at Antimony and 
Mercury ; .and truly if yon mean their vulgar preparations, 
(which neverthelefs you commonly make ufe of your, felves,) 
fach as are the Vierum, and Flores Antimonu,Crocus Metakorum, | 


the ordinary AJercurius vita, Precipitates and Sublimates, I fo 


_youch abhor them my felf, that] deteft: the ufeof them. But I 


have by me certain preparations out of 3. and ¥ far more precious - 
than Gold, with which I know how to cure almoft all curable Di- - 
feafes in the body of man, and fo fafe, that 1 give them common- 
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ly to little Children; without ever haviag found tke leaft- harm 
or inconvenience in them ; fome.ot them Purge not at all, ‘but 
are Diaphoretick }-Alexipharmacal , Balfamical , Reftaurative, 
and Pacative : andthofethat.do, never caufe any {uperpurga- 
tion , though the. Patient by miftake fhonld rake a double or 
treble Dofe:. Out of % cand make many: excellent Medicines, 
whereof one particalarly.and efeecially curesthe POX, though 
ever fo full of raging pains, Tophi, and Ulcerous exetions, Cut 
of Antimony, Buafilias Valenti nm fays, he knew how to make 
above 300 feveral preparations, whereof he valued many as 
more precious and univerfal than potable Gold, Neverthelef, 
efteeming himfelf yet but. a Learner and Searcher into the innu- 
merable Virtues and Proptietics of Antimony. OQwnere:tanfays, 
there arein 8600 Proprieties. Ourmoft Learned Roger Bacon 
made an Oy! out.of Antimony, which he affirms to be little in- 
feriour not only in Medicine, but alfoin Tranfmutation of Me- 
tals, to the great E/iaér of the Phylefophers. ‘Of ‘Antimony 
Paracel{us made fome of his moft ftupendious Arcana. as his 
Lili Antimoniale, his Mercurims vite, with whichhecould cure 
all the Difeafesinthe Body of Man, and fays of ¢, that asic 
feparates from Gold all Heterogeneous admixture and impurity, 
fo doth it from the Body of Man all Difeafes. Andof Afercury, 
both he andVan Helmont made their miraculous «A /kabeft. Fis 
certainly the moft precious Jewel in the whole treafure of the Mi- 
neral Kingdom of Nature’tcom which alone it felf borrows its 
perfection. if I would now comunicate to you but what is. known 
to my felf that am but a Scholar in the Schvols of thefe two great 
Matters of Natural Philofophy of the Virtues and hidden My{te- 
ries of thefe two Minerals, Imuftuinftead of a Lerter, -write-a 
Volumn,,. which is at prefent tar icom my purpofe and your ex- 
pectation. Now as to Saturn, Mars, Venus, which you sike- 
wife appreliend to be dangerous; ovt of Saturn alone, Paracelfus 
profefleth himfelf able to cure at leaft 200 Several Difeafes, out 
af 9 he made his Bus Vene‘ts, one of his greateft: Areuna, and 
fays of oy that he does, valide pA nacigve meannasor bos Ghe 178 pb = 
rimos ethamcontumac ffimos donssttare,) hear your Arveriasin the 
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praife of ¢ inthe cure of Hypochondriack Melancholy, Scurvy, 
molt affectious of the Liver and Spleen, Ulcers of the’ Stomach, 
Green Sicknefs, and many others. As eateris omnibus remedits 
paluzam praripit SalMartis, quod obftruttiones aperit vifcera corro- 
berat, earumque calidam inremperiem emendat, Sc. A certain 
Phylician you well knew, got more Fame and Riches than any 
of his time inthis Town, by means of a fecret operative pre- 
paration of Steel, with which he-really perform’d many grea- 
ter and more confiderable Cures, than others equal to himfelf in 
all other confiderations. But you fill me with admiration, that 
you {hou d fear the corrofive quality of Vitriol, Tartre, Nitre, 
and Bay Salt, youmay draw a AZen/fruum out of Bread or Ho- 
ney, that wil diflolve Flints, and U/@adins out of Honey makes 
a diffolvant of Gold, would you therefore be affraid of the ufe of 
Bread or Honey? you know the juice of Limons diflolves Pearl 
and Coral,and yet moft grateful and friendly to the Stomach, and 
why fhould thefe Spirits temper’d with the allay of other milder 
Liquors, .ad gratam aciditatem, be more dangerous? Indeed 
common-experience fhews you the contrary ; belides you ought 
to confider the difference. between the hard Bodies of Stones and 
Mettals, and the fofter Membranes of the Stomach, ifrigated 
continually with a Balfamick vital moifture: e4qsa fortés that 
corrodes Stones and Mettals, whill not penetrate Wax. But to 
leave you no ground of fufpition, 1 canfhew you howto make 
them freed from their corrofive aciditie, pleafant to Tafte and 
Smell, and highly exalted in Virtue. But this I confelfs is a great 
fecret, efpecially that of the Volatile Salt of Tarter , of which 
Paracelf{us and Van Helmont affirm, that it penetrates into the 
moft inward and remote parts, cleanfing them from all impurity, 
tnftar faponss cuntta abfter gens & omuem events amurcam deter- 
geas,@e. Butthough you have oblig’d me to make this juft 
vindication of Chymical Phyfick, I would not have you think 
Feither defpife or negleét the excellent ufe of Herbs, which ] ac- 
knowledge with “an Helmont, to be pentacula Divini amorts, 
Out of Animals and Vegetables Iican make Medicines'that cure the 
Gout and Dropfy , with that certainty, as fcarcely to-mifs two in 

twenty,. 
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twenty. Butindeed, as is our Method of Healing, fo are our 
ways of preparation very different from yours; You in your De- 
coctions confume commonly a third part, fometimes halt or more, 
in which:confumptien a great deal ofthe Spirit and Volatile Salt 
of the Ingredients, which contains their higheft Virtues, 13 eva- 
porated and loft ; of the certainty of this lofs, both-your Smell 
and Tafte will bear you witnels’: We, on the contrary, fo make 
our Decoétions, that the whole virtue of the Craffis of the Plant 
is preferv’d without any diminution , -] leave it now to your felt 
| to judge whether you or we may reafonably hope for the better 
- fuccefsin this particular ; the like difference is between your D1- 
~ftillations and ours ; you for the moft part add water, or at leaft 
draw over but the Flegmatick part of the Plant, with fome very 
{mall part of its Sulphur, which gives it fomething of its natural 
fmell and: Tafte, leaving neverthelefs almoft all its Sulphur, and 
“totally allits Alkalious Salt behind, fo that your diftill’d waters 
“carry only the name, little of the virtue of the Plant from which 
they are drawn : We firft ftamp the Hearb, and draw its water, 
then cohobe it fo often upon the-capuc mortuam , till we have 
brought over its Sulphur,and laftly calcine the remaining feces,and 
with the waters extract its own Salt, and then Circulate them to- 
|’ gether, and.thus are the Mercury, Sulphur, and Salt united, which 
completes.the virtue of the whole Plant, and compar’d to yours, 
is worthy of the name of an Effence; this is indeed laborious and 
cofily, but inits effects largely recompenceth both. _ There re- 
mains yet an Objection againft Chymical Phyfick to be anfwer- 
ed, which you offer not as your own, but as received by com- 

mon Report.. , 
That Chymical Phyfick, though for the-prefent tt conguer 
many Difeafes held incurable, yet that afterwards it (hortens the 

lives ef [uch as have been fo cured, 

There is indeed fuch a fenfelefs calumny current amongft 
|. Women, and the weaker fort of Men induftrioufly diffeminated 
amongit them, by fome hoping perhaps by this art the better to 
keep up their own Efteem.and Reputation, which otherwife by 
their abilities they Gnd themfelves not likely to maintain, But 
to 
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to avoid contention, let common Experience determine this dif- 
ference between us. For my own particular, I can faithfuily 
affure you, that by. Chymical Phyfick I have cured my felf of the 
Vertigo, and Gout, both in great extremity , itis now 4 years 
fince, and I] havenot (1 blels God) tothis day relaps’d again 
into either, nor have I found any harm, but on the contrary, 
many benefits to my health by fuch Medicines, tending inall pro- 
bability to the prolongation of my life , and if I had not groun- 
ded my efteem of Chymical Phylick upon good reafon and {ut- . 
ficient experience, you might think me mad, to make defperate 
practices upon my own Lite. My Lungs are naturally fo tender 
and weak, that had it not been for Chymical Medicines, I can- 
-not think I could have liv'd tofee this day. But inform your felf 
further, and you fhall find that thofe that have been long accu- }). 
ftomed to Chymical Phyfick, have preferv’d their Lives andj) ' 
Health much longer, and more comfortably, than thofeacquain- | 
ted only with your Druggs; for. confider impartially , how | 
” few efcape death in contumacions Difeafes by means of Galeaical | 
Medicis, <ioathfome, tedious, and for the moft part ineffectual; j) 
and thofe that do, how flowly do they recover their colour, ap- 4) 
petite, and{trength, remaining long incontinual fear and danger 
of relapfe? fuch large quantities of Phyfick as your flow Method |) 
requires, fo depauperates the vital Spirit, and oppreffes Nature, 


thacit may be known many timesa year after, from what Method 
they receiv’d their Cure : whereas we inthe fame Difeafes per- 
feét the Cure quickly, with little Phyfick, and in {mall Dofes, } 
fuch as can hardly be haufeous to the niceft.and moft delicate Sto- |} 
machs ; and in our whole feope, our Method direéts us not to | 
enervate (as youdo) but to ereét deficient Nature, not to exte- | 
nuate, but reintegrate the languifhing Spirit: and isitthen likely © 
that Chymical Medicines taken from the hands ot .a skilful Chy- }| 
mical Phyfician, appeafing and ftrengthening the eArcheas, re- 1 
{toring the Ferments, which alene in theirintire vigour, areable 
to overcome al] Difeafes, as being the undoubsed Authors .of 
trun{inntation, ‘friendly and comfortable to Nature, thould: ne- | 
verthelefs {horten Lite? belidgs the evidence of Reafon,-1can | 
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teftify out of my own diligent Obfervation and Experience (and 
| that fido animso) the contrary. But I believe I need not take much 
pains to fatisfie you in this particular, 1 know youare too fharp 
fighted to be mils-led by fuch an /gnis Fatuus ; onthe contrary, 
L rather believe you inclinable to acquaint yout felf fully with 
the Theory, and manual operations ot Chymiftry, which though 
it coft you (as it hath done me) much Time, Sweat, and Money, 
yet if you prove equally fuccefsful, I dare promife it fhall never 
ive you caufe to repent you : for (i {peak it without boafting) 
have by the help of this Art eafily.and quickly cured Difeates 
quite defperate in the hands of very able and experienced Galen:- 
cal Phyficians. Truly were not Chymical Phylick incomparably 
more powerful and fafe, than Galenical, 1 do not fee how I could 
excufe my felf in leaving at any time, the trodden, fmooth, and 
eafie paths of the vulgar or Galenical Method, in which Lam gra- 
duated as well as you, to follow thofe of the Chymical, painful, 
coftly, fublime, and fo fecret , that buta few have ever rightly 
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Jupiter , boc potnere— 
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At the worft can be faid ; furely he that underftands both Phy- 
ficks, is likely to perform more than he that underftands 


but one; but I-muft not tranfgrefs the limits of a Letter, jet what 
has been {aid fuftice for the prefent, til 1 Print my Syop/s Me- 
dico-Chymica, which ‘s almoft Anifed, and J thall be ready at 
our next meeting to give you further. fatisfaction in any thing : 
In the mean time I pray do me that right to believe, that what 
Thave faid in Vindication of Chymical Phyfick, hath been with- 
out the leaftanimofity, or intention of prejudice to the Perfon 
or Practice of any man, purely in defence of the Truth, and 


that whatfoever | have undertaken to do my felt in. my: own : 


particular, the better to confirm you, J will by the Grace of 


God. whenfoever you fhall offer me the occalion, . faithfully - 
make. - 
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Sir, 
Your rr faitbfal eaed 
and Seraant 
Silver-fireet neat’ | : 
Bloomésbury. Market 


-Jiowdon, March As 
1669. 
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